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A MESSAGE FROM CRRJ DIRECTOR MARGARET BURNHAM

The Civil Rights and Restorative Jus-
tice Project was created in April 

2007 at a conference on “Crimes of 
the Civil Rights Era.” The conference, at 
Northeastern Law, coincided with the 
launch of a federal initiative to re-ex-
amine murders from the civil rights era, 
craft creative pathways to address the 
harms, and integrate these neglected 
narratives into the Book of U.S. Histo-
ry. Shaped by the deliberations of the 
conference attendees, our mission at 
that time — to provide legal support 
to those directly impacted by these 
atrocities — was endorsed by the civil 
rights advocates who were present, in-
cluding Mississippi Congressman Ben-
nie Thompson, Myrlie Evers, Rita Bend-
er, Hollis Watkins, Manning Marable, 
Charles Ogletree, Bob and Janet Moses, 
Ruby Sales, David Goodman, Michael 
Meltsner, Cleveland Sellers, Alvin Sykes, and many others.   

Now seventeen years later, CRRJ continues to dig up buried 
stories, revise history, and pave roads to reparation. What 
began as a scattered effort to investigate these cases and 
assist the families became a well-defined project to system-
atically collect and share this history leading, ultimately, to 
the Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive, published in 2022. 
Our Archive, not yet completed, has contributed to a rap-
idly proliferating field of research projects and databases 
that speak to this history. In the past year, even as we have 
deepened our digital holdings and expanded our restor-
ative justice projects on civil rights era cold cases, CRRJ 
has turned its attention to other initiatives that we view as 
equally vital to recovery and redress. As described in this 
Report, through our research and advocacy we are lead-
ing reparations campaigns at the local and national level. 
We are pioneering pedagogical innovations in all sorts of 
classrooms — in colleges and in communities. And in state 
courts and executive offices, we are pursuing posthumous 
exonerations for Black women, children, and men who were 
wrongfully executed by the state. 

What are the principles and practices that govern our proj-
ects at CRRJ? Why, with the ongoing racist subordination of 
African Americans and other groups, and at precisely the 
moment when deep political retrenchment threatens re-
cent gains, are we still focusing on historical injustices?  

Our work is informed by three principles: intergeneration-
al justice, legal rectification, and posthumous recognition. 

First, intergenerational justice looks to 
the past, the present, and the future. 
We all have a legacy of benefits and ob-
ligations from the past, and our work 
seeks to illuminate ways to discharge 
these historical obligations. Second, 
where traditional legal remedies that 
could ameliorate the systemic degra-
dation and dishonor wrought by law 
are not availing (because of the pas-
sage of time, for example) legal actors 
(especially lawyers) have a unique duty 
to pursue alternative corrective modal-
ities that will establish truths for future 
generations. And third, those victim-
ized by racist terror lost not only their 
lives, but their personal legacies, repu-
tational and material. The dehumaniza-
tion survives the death. Acknowledg-
ing that there is legacy after death, our 
projects are meant to contend with the 

posthumous erasure, reclaim moral standing, and reckon — 
case by case, person by person — with defamed individual 
histories and stolen remembrance.   

Our work is also guided by three practices: measurement, 
discernment, and prescription. First, with the passage of 
time, the character and severity of atrocious events be-
comes contested, and hence the need carefully to mea-
sure and articulate a full and true story of the terror. For us, 
this measuring itself constitutes a reparative activity. It can 
shape future cognitive frames and offer a standard against 
which reparative gestures of complicit individuals and in-
stitutions may be gauged. Second, we seek to discern the 
effects and consequences of racist terror and violence. We 
know too little of its legal, social, and economic sequelae, 
and of its lasting institutional imprint, of how law both 
yielded to and reflected racist norms, and of the totality of 
traumatic harms suffered by affected groups. In this prac-
tice we collaborate closely with colleagues in other disci-
plines who bring different epistemic tools to the work. And 
third, we explore (and deploy) various practices of repair, 
asking, constantly, what counts as redress. We interrogate 
whether the structures and activities generated by the work 
meet the needs of affected individuals and communities, 
and more generally, of societies.   

We are grateful for your interest and support as we carry 
on: in the name of those who perished and whose stories 
are now in our hands, and in honor of those who in 2007 
helped us shape this journey, some of whom have since 
passed on.
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About CRRJ
The Civil Rights and Restorative Justice Project (CRRJ) at Northeast-
ern University School of Law (NUSL) is a mission-driven program of 
interdisciplinary teaching, research, and policy analysis. We work at 
the crossroads of race, history, and criminal justice. CRRJ, established 
in 2007, is a founding project of the Center for Law, Equity, and Race 
(CLEAR), founded in November 2021 as a Center of Excellence at NUSL. 
CLEAR was created to strengthen and expand the work of CRRJ and 
aims to explore new ways to address the continuing challenges of ra-
cial injustice and social inequities.  

Offering courses, fellowships, workshops and a digital archive, CRRJ is 
the preeminent academic center for the study of mid-twentieth cen-
tury racial violence. 

Our original investigations, transformative pedagogies, and top-level 
scholarship facilitate local and national initiatives to uncover an ac-
curate history of racial terror and reconcile the ongoing damage. Our 
central research product is the Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive (BNDA) a publicly accessible database of more 
than 1,000 cases of racial homicide in the Jim Crow South between 1930-1954. 

Overview of 2024 Activities 
This year, CRRJ led a clinic of 14 students at the law school and provided experiential learning opportunities 
and internships to undergraduate and graduate students from across the country. In pursuit of their investiga-
tions, students and staff traveled to Kentucky, Louisiana, and Mississippi. 

We increased the records in the Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive and expanded our user community. Our sum-
mer internship program attracted students from six institutions, and we hosted a researcher examining capital 
punishment trends in the states. We launched a project on posthumous exonerations with the Law Firm Anti-
racism Alliance. We pursued our reparations work, leading a research team for the City of Boston’s Reparations 
Task Force and exploring federal reparations for the victims of lynching and other forms of historical racial 
violence. We worked closely with colleagues across Northeastern University, providing support for the Salus 
Populi Project, led by Professor Wendy Parmet, on race and the social determinants of health, and designing 
the Dignity for Disappeared Ancestors Project with Professor Kris Manjapra in the History Department. 

Cover Images: (Top left) Left to right: Bayliss Fiddiman, Professor Burnham, Southern University Chancellor John Pierre, MIT 
Chancellor Melissa Nobles, Professor Zoltek-Jick, Raymond Wilkes, and Ada Goodly Lampkin. Photo courtesy of Goodly Lampkin. 
(Top Right) Left to right: Jeanne Renee Gilliard, Halle Snell, Sharon Ng’ang’a, Takiyah Gabby Watson. Photo courtesy of Catherine 
McGloin. (Bottom left) Left to right: Rose Zoltek-Jick with Helen Russell. Photo courtesy of Zoltek-Jick. (Bottom right) Portrait of 
Hattie DeBardelaben, courtesy of the National Archives.

Inside cover: Professor Margaret Burnham, CRRJ Director, Civil Rights and Restorative Justice Project, Northeastern Law. Photo by 
Mark Ostow, 2023. 

Above: Diagram, illustrating CRRJ’s 
relationship with CLEAR, and the 
center’s other central project.
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DOCUMENTING THE PAST

Archive Updates
In 2022, CRRJ launched the Burnham-No-
bles Digital Archive, marking the culmi-
nation of 15 years of research, investiga-
tion, and preservation. The Archive team 
processed 18,500 records collected by 
CRRJ investigators, with the aim to indi-
vidually catalog 13,000 of those. Unable 
to complete that cataloging prior to re-
lease, they continued this work in 2023, 
and in 2024 they begun processing re-
cords for the next Archive release, to in-
clude the most recent investigations. 

This year, the Burnham-Nobles Digital Ar-
chive team worked hard on outreach for 
the Archive and prepared for the future 
version of the Archive. It was showcased 
at a variety of conferences in 2024. Mar-
garet Burnham keynoted, and Joy Zang-
hi served on a panel at the Spring 2024 
NULab Conference, titled “Digital Tech-
nologies for Community Collaboration.” 
Former Project Archivist Gina Norton-
smith joined Catherine McGloin at the 
National Association of Black Journalists 
at the annual Region III Conference in 
Tulsa, OK. There, McGloin and Norton-
smith introduced hundreds of journalists 
to the BNDA and CRRJ. The Archive was the subject of Professor 
Mike Beaudet’s “Untold Stories and News Deserts” journalism 
class at Northeastern. As a guest lecturer, Joy Zanghi led student 
analysis of news articles held in the Archive to discuss how local, 
national, and Black press resources differ in their reporting on 
the incidents in the Archive.    

Throughout the year, the team has worked on an update of the 
Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive. Version 2.0 of the BNDA, which 
is set to launch by Summer 2025, will feature additions and im-
provements to the database. Users can expect to see additional 
source material for existing cases, including newly acquired War 
Department records, news article clippings, FBI and DOJ files, 
records from the NAACP, and more. With the upcoming chang-
es to the Archive, the geographic scope will expand to include 
cases from additional states, including Maryland, Missouri, West 
Virginia, Kentucky, Delaware, and Washington D.C.  

In preparation for adding new cases to the Archive, CRRJ re-
searcher Lydia Beal reviewed every case file investigated by CRRJ 
since the launch of the Archive in 2022. This thorough review 
ensures new cases will be supported by at least three discrete 
sources and solid evidence. Following this, each case selected 
for Archive inclusion goes through a data verification process 
in which CRRJ staff review all case files to generate authorita-

tive data to fill the fields established by the CRRJ Data Dictio-
nary. The new and thoroughly reviewed data will populate the 
Archive and data download once the update is launched. Once 
published, the verified data will be available as an open-source 
resource, advancing academic research and supporting claims 
for redress. 

Amid this work, the Archive team has received and processed 
over 5,560 new documents gathered during CRRJ investiga-
tions. These records make up the bulk of new additions to the 
Archive and will be available with the launch of Version 2.0. This 
year the Archive team completed the cataloging for all advocacy 
group and federal agency records, news article clippings, death 
certificates, and portraits that are currently available. These new-
ly cataloged records will also become visible with the launch of 
the next version of the Archive.    

Users of the Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive can look forward 
to seeing this expanded geographic scope, the addition of over 
300 new cases, thousands of new files and newly cataloged re-
cords on the Archive in 2025. 

Above: Joy Zanghi, Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive Project Archivist, presenting the 
Archive to journalism students in Professor Mike Beaudet’s “Untold Stories and News 
Deserts” class at Northeastern University. Photo by Beaudet, 2024. 
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Newly Available Federal Records 
Over the past year, Dr. Jay Driskell, CRRJ’s historian, added nearly 
200 new cases to the BNDA. He expanded our research efforts 
into several exciting new archival collections. These include the 
newly released Part X of the NAACP records housed at the Li-
brary of Congress. This collection, made public in August 2023, 
includes files from branches from across the southeast United 
States. There are valuable records that detail the work of the 
NAACP in Mississippi in the 1940s and 1950s. Additional ma-
terials recently released by the Library of Congress include the 
digitized records of the NAACP Legal Defense and Education 
Fund. These span the years 1915-1968, with most predating the 
founding of the Legal Defense Fund in 1940. Among other top-
ics, these records document NAACP investigations into lynch-
ings and police killings from the 1930s onwards. 

Further augmenting our research into the activities of the 
NAACP, the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American 
History and Culture has recently made available a small collec-

tion of investigative files dating from the 1940s and 1950s by 
Florida’s Harry T. Moore. Several of the records in this collection 
have fleshed out cases that the CRRJ investigated over the years, 
while others detail cases that will soon become part of our Ar-
chive.  

Finally, the most significant collection we’ve been able to explore 
over the previous year has been a series of military intelligence 
files that are part of the War Department records at the National 
Archives and Records Administration in College Park, MD. These 
records document the joint efforts of the War Department and 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to monitor racial unrest on 
or near military bases following the race riots that swept the na-
tion in the summer of 1943. Most significantly, these files con-
tain investigative files into incidents of racial violence that never 
made the papers. These records will be the highlight of the next 
update to the BNDA.  

2024 New Case Investigations 
In 2024, CRRJ clinic students investigated 
about 50 cases from Memphis and Nashville, 
Tennessee, and New Orleans and Shreveport, 
Louisiana. In our summer undergraduate in-
ternship program students from Northeast-
ern, Vassar, Bates, Temple, and the University 
of Chicago, pursued additional cases, ensur-
ing that these histories are preserved and fea-
tured in the Version 2.0 release of the Archive. 

Featured Cases

Sidney Batiste 
Sidney Batiste, 17, was killed by Sergeant Ed-
ward Touzet on August 3, 1953, in New Or-
leans, Louisiana. The teenager was shot and 
killed by Officer Edward Touzet of the Third 
Precinct, who was responding to an alleged 
burglary of a pharmacy. Touzet reported that 
after entering the store, Batiste and two other 
teenagers fled. The officer gave chase, corner-
ing Batiste in an alley close by. Touzet alleged-
ly fired warning shots before Batiste lunged 
at him with a weapon, and Touzet then shot 
Batiste in his chest and leg. Alternatively, the Black press report-
ed there were witnesses who said Batiste did not advance on 
Touzet. During his career, Touzet shot six Black men, killing four, 
between 1947 and 1953. 

At the end of April 2024, four CRRJ clinic students — Isabella 
Ulm ’24, Morgan Heithcock ’25, Brianne Ortiz ’25, and Heather 
Atherton ’25 — traveled to New Orleans, accompanied by clin-
ical instructor Olivia Strange, to meet with Batiste’s surviving 
descendants and with members of the Civil Rights Division of 

the Orleans Parish District Attorney’s office. The group’s aim was 
two-fold: for the students to share their findings with Sidney Ba-
tiste’s family and to hear from them first-hand what was known 
about his killing; and to discuss this case, and Officer Touzet’s vi-
olent record, with the DA’s office in pursuit of restorative justice 
for those impacted by the brutality of this killer cop. 

Above: Clinic students travelled to New Orleans to meet with descendants and 
members of the Orleans Parish District Attorney’s office. Photos courtesy of Olivia 
Strange. 
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Philip Hatley 
January 22, 1939, Phillip Hatley was at home with his wife and 
their three young children, when two Memphis police officers 
arrived. Officers Elmer F. Broens and Roy G. McElroy, both first-
year patrolmen, were off-duty and intoxicated, cruising through 
Hatley’s neighborhood under the pretense of investigating rob-
beries and suspicions of bootlegging. 

Broens and McElroy asked Hatley, a WWI veteran, to accompany 
them to their squad car where witnesses reported the two white 
officers beat Hatley. He was then forced into the vehicle, where 
he was again attacked, before Hatley escaped, running back into 
his home. Broens pursued Hatley and a struggle ensued. As Hat-
ley escaped from a rear door and continued fleeing across his 
backyard, Broens shot several times. Hatley was taken to John 
Gaston Hospital, where he was pronounced dead. 

The two officers were taken to the police headquarters, imme-
diately fired, and murder warrants issued. Broens and McElroy 
were arraigned before City Judge Bateman, where they pleaded 
not guilty, and Bateman ordered them held for the grand jury.  

On January 31, the Shelby County Grand Jury returned indict-
ments against Broens and McElroy for the first-degree murder 
of Hatley. The jury trial began February 20. McElroy successfully 
argued he was across the street at the time of the killing, and 
he was acquitted. Despite overwhelming evidence and circum-
stances pointing to the illegality and racist behavior of Broens’s 
acts, the jury acquitted Broens after just one hour and fifteen 
minutes.  

CRRJ is working with Solomon and Daryle Hatley, Philip Hatley’s 
grandchildren, to increase public awareness of historical police 
violence in Memphis. In Memphis, CRRJ is collaborating with the 
Lynching Sites Project of Memphis, the podcast Civil Wrongs, 
and the team at Say Their Names Monument. 

2024 Case Docket
Other cases of historical racial violence investigated by 
the CRRJ Clinic in 2024:

Tennessee 

Memphis, Shelby County: 
AD Buchanan: March 28, 1931 

Will Jamison: May 2, 1932 

Harry Ross: January 2, 1933 

George W. Brooks: January 3, 1938 

Robert Birdsong: January 3, 1938 

Fred Davis: August 6, 1938 

Philip Hatley: January 22, 1939 

Robert Cotton: September 12, 1940 

Benjamin Franklin Seldon: April 20, 1947 

Will Marion: November 7, 1949 

Eral O. Johnson: April 14, 1953

Nashville, Davidson County: 
Thomas Mills: November 19, 1932 

James C. Haynes Jr.: January 21, 1933 

Alonzo Kennedy: February 23, 1936 

William Henry Scruggs: May 7, 1937 

George D. Williamson: January 5, 1947 

Archie Lee Harris: January 23, 1947 

Horace Wade: October 29, 1947 

Ray Garrett: August 20, 1949 

James Edmund Van Pepperell: October 24, 1949 

Willie Frank Gooch: January 28, 1950 

George Hayes: September 9, 1953 

Frizelle Reedus: September 27, 1953 

Richard Lillard: July 20, 1958 

Louisiana 

New Orleans, Orleans Parish: 
Wilbert J. Jenkins: March 23, 1930 

George Simmons: December 27, 1930 

Percy Thompson: March 9, 1932 

Evans Armour: March 10, 1932 

Lloyd Pinion: May 1, 1933 

Ben Singleton: May 5, 1933 

Haze Howard: November 2, 1935 

Levi Green: December 18, 1936 

Curtis Lloyd: December 22, 1948 

Peter Emile Wilson: February 20, 1950 

Edward Smith: January 25, 1953 

Sidney Batiste: August 2, 1953 

Steve Richard Young: July 28, 1967 

Shreveport, Caddo Parish: 
Andrew Washington: May 30, 1931 

Landrum Lewis: August 25, 1931 

Rufus Lee: January 2, 1933 

Charley Johnson: January 15, 1933 

EJ Montgomery: January 27, 1933 

Henderson Washington: August 22, 1934 
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DeWitt Stephens: October 28, 1934 

Benjamin Franklin James: December 25, 1938 

Tom Shaw Jr.: October 17, 1941 

Albert Reed: October 23, 1941 

Lee Butcher Mitchell: October 8, 1944 

John E. Davis: June 25, 1955 

Robert Norwood: March 18, 1963 

Other Louisiana Locations: 
Bill Jackson: August 8, 1932 (Superior, Caddo Parish) 

Alex Magill: January 13, 1933 (Goss Community, De Soto Parish) 

Man Hall West: February 27, 1954 (McDade, Bossier Parish) 

THE RACIAL REDRESS AND REPARATIONS LAB

The Racial Redress and Reparations Lab of CRRJ provides re-
search, education, and engagement that paves the way for suc-
cessful projects of repair. Building on CRRJ’s archival research, 
the Lab works from an academic base that is informed by ex-
perience in communities and relationships with descendants. 
The Lab’s mission is to engage with policymakers, activists, and 
community stakeholders to develop and implement conceptual 
and programmatic restorative justice approaches to the U.S. his-
tory of racial violence and exclusion. We provide legal and policy 

research, convening spaces, educational programming, consul-
tation, and on-the-ground assistance.  

The Lab’s work in 2024 has centered on local and national efforts 
to further the case for reparations and on posthumous exoner-
ations. Along with the research our staff and students have con-
ducted to aid the City of Boston’s Reparations Task Force, the Lab 
worked with scholars, advocates and legislators to design a Fed-
eral Reparations Project, which will seek actionable frameworks 
for reparations and community repair. 

Case-based Restorative Justice 

Pvt. Albert King 
More than eight decades after he was shot and killed by a mili-
tary police officer on the outskirts of Fort Benning, Georgia, and 
found to have died “not in the line of duty,” Private Albert King 
was honored in a full military service, March 24, 2024. 

The ceremony at Porterdale Cemetery, Columbus, GA accord-
ed King the recognition he was denied so many decades ago. 
A new headstone was unveiled, full military honors were given 
and proclamations were made by the offices of Congressman 
Shri Thanedar (D-MI) and Congressman Sanford Bishop (D-GA). 

The service was hosted by Helen Russell, Pvt. King’s surviving 
cousin, CRRJ and the law firm of Morgan Lewis. It was conduct-
ed by the Georgia Army National Guard Military Funeral Honors 
Program. The Garrison Commander at Fort Moore, Colonel Colin 
Mahle,  and the Base Commanding General,  Curtis A. Buzzard, 
were also in attendance.

Russell, CRRJ Associate Director Professor Rose Zoltek-Jick, Mor-
gan Lewis attorney Matthew Hawes, and Congressman Sanford 
Bishop all addressed the crowd gathered to remember and hon-
or Pvt. King. 

King’s case was first investigated by Alexa Mills in 2013, as part of 
the CRRJ clinic. Mills, who graduated from Northeastern’s College 
of Arts, Media and Design in 2016, continued to investigate the 
case and her findings were published in The New York Times  in 
2021. Her research revealed numerous flaws in the investigation 
and military tribunals that followed King’s killing, making their 
finding that he had not died in the line of duty highly suspect 
on racial grounds. 

Zoltek-Jick in partnership with Hawes, Christopher Melendez 
and Micah Jones ’19 -- from law firm Morgan Lewis -- appealed 
to the Army Board for Correction of Military Records (ABCMR) to 
correct King’s official records. In 2022, ABCMR agreed and cer-
tified that King died “in the line of duty,” thus restoring to him 
the full honor of having served his country. To the best of CRRJ’s 
knowledge, this is the first time that the ABCMR has correct-
ed records based on information that the Army erred on racial 
grounds. 

This significant and poignant day for the King 
family was reported by Mills in The New York 
Times, and can be read in full  here. It was also 
covered by wire service and news outlet Reuters. 

Above: Pvt. Albert King’s new headstone, laid after the full 
military funeral on March 24, 2024. Photo courtesy of Rose 
Zoltek-Jick. 
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Hattie DeBardelaben 
The 1945 killing of Hattie DeBardelaben, first investigated by 
CRRJ more than a decade ago, was included in the first set of re-
cords released by the National Archives and Records Administra-
tion (NARA) under the Civil Rights Cold Case Records Collection 
Act, in November 2024. 

This legislation has 
paved the way for 
the establishment of 
the Civil Rights Cold 
Case Records Review 
Board, of which CRRJ 
Director Margaret 
Burnham is a co-chair-
person. The Board is 
charged with review-
ing government files 
of unsolved murder 
cases during the civil 
rights era and setting 
a schedule for the re-
lease of previously 
digitally-unavailable 
documents to the 
public. 

DeBardelaben, 46, was killed by Deputy Clyde White and sev-
eral federal officers in Autauga County, Alabama, following a 
warrantless search of her home for illegal whiskey. The officers 
arrested DeBardelaben and her son, beating the grandmother 
so severely that she succumbed to her injuries en route to the 
county jail. 

CRRJ began its work with DeBardelaben’s descendants many 
years ago. It is gratifying to see this case receive the national rec-
ognition that it deserves.  

“This marks an important moment in the movement to learn 
about — and learn from — the atrocities of the Jim Crow era,” 
said Burnham. 

The release of these records was reported on CNN, and in other 
local news outlets across Alabama. 

Booker T. Spicely 
A new play based on the case of Pfc. Booker T. Spicely, original-
ly researched by CRRJ students in 2014, enjoyed a sold-out run 
in North Carolina this month, marking the 80th anniversary of 
Spicely’s death. 

Changing Same: The Cold-Blooded Murder of Booker T. Spicely ex-
plores the WWII veteran’s life and violent death, killed by bus 
driver Herman Lee Council after refusing to give up his seat on a 
ride back to Camp Butner near Durham, North Carolina, in 1944. 

The one-person show, directed by Joseph Megel, was per-
formed by Mike Wiley to sold-out audiences on November 7-9 
at the Swain Hall Black Box Theatre on the University of North 
Carolina Chapel Hill campus, and on November 14-17 at the Bro-
dy Theater in Branson Hall at Duke University.  

“It is high time we tell the full story behind the killing of Private 
Spicely and the community’s collective outrage and reaction 
to his murder,” said Wiley, in a press release. “Changing Same is 
a one-man drama told from multiple perspectives in the Sum-
mer of 1944. How could we be a country crying out for victory 
abroad, yet silencing its Black citizens at home?”  

The play was commissioned by The Booker T. Spicely Committee, 
who has, over the past three years, campaigned for justice for 
Spicely and his decedents. It was funded by Duke Energy, Coun-
cil’s employer at the time of Spicely’s murder, and co-produced 
by StreetSigns Center for Literature and Performance and The 
Kenan Institute for Ethics’ America’s Hallowed Ground Project. 

Read more: 

Hosea Carter 
CRRJ worked closely with the family of Hosea Carter — lynched 
in Marion County, Mississippi in 1948 — to commemorate his life 
and to publicize this atrocity. Our researcher, Lydia Beal, along 
with our Southern University colleague Ada Goodly Lampkin, 
traveled with Jimmy Carter, the victim’s son, to Marion County 
to meet with family and community members and to gather ma-
terial for a film about the case. 

According to accounts, on the day of the murder Carter, a car-
penter, was working at the home of Charles Ray and Gisela Renf-
ro. When a passerby spotted Renfro and Carter speaking togeth-
er, he informed Ray, who was at work with his employer, William 
Ratliff Prisk.  

Two carloads of men, including Prisk and Renfro, pursued and 
shot Carter, who escaped but later succumbed to his injuries in 
a wooded area.   

Media accounts of the murder varied, with Black newspapers 
claiming Carter was killed by a mob after being accused of mak-
ing advances toward the white woman. Marion County Deputy 
Sheriff T.W. White told newspapers that Carter was shot after he 
tried to break into a home on May 1. White also declared that 
killing Carter was “what any decent white man would have 
done.” Prisk was arrested and charged but later released. None 
of the assailants ever faced trial. 
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.Reparations Research and Policy 
On January 24, 2024, it was announced that a Northeastern Uni-
versity School of Law research team, led by CRRJ Director Marga-
ret Burnham, would join the City of Boston’s Task Force on Repa-
rations in assessing the multi-generational impact of slavery on 
Black Bostonians. 

The team’s report will play a central role in guiding the city’s rep-
arations efforts. 

“Our goal will be to highlight how power was exercised in the 
City of Boston to allocate resources, benefiting certain groups 
and burdening others,” said Burnham who is co-leading the 
team with Dr. Deborah A. Jackson, managing director of the 
Center for Law Equity and Race. 

The research team has been conducting archival research into 
the legacies of slavery in the city as they affected public educa-
tion, public services, housing, and economic development from 
1940 to the present. 

The team has drawn on the expertise and knowledge of Distin-
guished Professor of Public Policy and Urban Affairs Ted Lands-
mark; Director of the John D. O’Bryant African American Institute 
Richard O’Bryant; community leader Donna Bivens; Northeast-
ern’s Dean’s Associate Professor of History and Africana Studies, 
Kabria Baumgarten; Professor of Public Health and Health Sci-
ences at Northeastern’s Bouvé College, Allisa Lincoln; Research 
Assistant at Northeastern’s Bouvé College, Isabel Geisler; North-
eastern University Professor of Law Emeritus, Peter Enrich, ; and 
Associate Professor of Africana Studies at Stony Brook Universi-
ty, Zebulon Miletsky.” 

The Task Force, chaired by Joseph Feaster Jr. ‘75, was mandated 
by the City Council through a city ordinance at the end of 2022. 
The initial call for proposals for research partners was released in 
September 2023. The Task Force expects to make its recommen-
dations for reparative justice solutions in Boston in 2025. 

Posthumous Exonerations
CRRJ continues to engage with firms affiliated with the Law Firm 
Antiracism Alliance (LFAA) to pursue posthumous exonerations 
and pardons for men wrongfully executed in five states. In addi-
tion to working with LFAA firms, CRRJ has collaborated with The 
Innocence Project to pursue posthumous exoneration for Tom-

my Lee Walker, who was executed by the state of Texas in 1956 
for a crime he did not commit. Walker was prosecuted by the 
notorious Dallas prosecutor Henry Wade, of Roe v. Wade infamy, 
amid a rash of anti-Black furor in 1950s Dallas.  

EDUCATION

Courses and Clinics 

Northeastern University School of Law 
Clinic 
The CRRJ Clinic continues to work closely with communities in 
the U.S. that are engaging with historical injustices. Each spring, 
select Northeastern Law students track down materials from 
government repositories; conduct interviews; and, where feasi-
ble, visit the region where the events took place. Applying tools 
and insights from the fields of restorative justice and transitional 
justice, law students work closely with families and local com-
munities to memorialize these past events. 

In the 2024 spring term, the Civil Rights & Restorative Justice 
Clinic enrolled 14 students from the School of Law and from the 
Media Advocacy Program in the School of Journalism. At the end 
of April, four students from CRRJ’s 2024 Spring Clinic traveled to 
New Orleans, Louisiana, a trip that signified the culmination of 
their clinical investigations. 

Archive in Action 
Sara Merlo, CRRJ’s Education Consultant, has built and designed 
several resource packets using cases from the Burnham-Nobles 
Digital Archive that will be used by high school teachers look-

ing to teach the history of racial violence. Amid an onslaught 
of book banning and backlash against African American history 
courses, CRRJ has prioritized this work to ensure teachers have 
ready access to the facts and primary sources pertaining to racial 
atrocities that occurred in the Jim Crow era. 

The lesson plans, to be piloted by teachers in North Carolina in 
2025, feature nine cases of racialized killing from the 59 North 
Carolina cases in the Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive. Assisted 
by Kayla Scott, a former high school U.S. History Teacher and 2L 
student at Howard University School of Law, Merlo has designed 
three thematic source packets: “Law Enforcement, Violence and 
Neglect;” “Black Soldiers and Veterans;” and “Lynching and Fail-
ure of the Law.” 

The “Black Soldiers and Veterans” unit explores how their mili-
tary service emboldened them to disrupt the world of Jim Crow. 
The three case studies in this unit show why and how they be-
came targets of white supremacist violence.  The “Lynching and 
the Failure of the Law” unit delves into North Carolina’s efforts 
to sanitize its lynching history as part of a broader strategy to 
secure economic investment and stave off federal oversight. The 
three case studies in this unit illustrate a profound betrayal of 
legal principles. 
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The “Law Enforcement Violence and Neglect” unit examines cas-
es in which police or prison officials are perpetrators of racial-
ly motivated homicides. The case studies honor three ordinary 

Black North Carolinians — a man, a woman and a youth — who 
were killed by law enforcement, with no one ever held account-
able. 

Co-ops, Interns and Volunteers

Rhodes Scholar at the University of 
Oxford Joins CRRJ for Fall Fellowship
CRRJ welcomed several undergraduate, graduate, and law stu-
dents for experiential learning opportunities throughout the 
year. 

We were joined this fall by Aimee Clesi, CRRJ visiting researcher 
and Rhodes Scholar (Class of 2022) at Balliol College, University 
of Oxford. 

Studying for her doctoral degree in Criminology and Criminal 
Justice, Clesi spent 
five weeks research-
ing cases for CRRJ’s 
posthumous exoner-
ations project. 

“I want to be a civ-
il rights lawyer in 
the South, address 
wrongful convic-
tions, fight against 
the death penalty, 
and this was a terrif-
ic opportunity to get 
involved in that,” said 
Clesi, who is from the 
small town of Bran-
ford, Florida. 

During her time at 
CRRJ, Clesi spent 
most of her time on 
the posthumous ex-
onerations project.  
She developed a pro-
cedural history for the 
case of Clyde Brown, a 
Black man from Win-

ston-Salem, North Carolina, executed in 1953 on a conviction for 
rape, despite scant evidence of any crime. 

Clesi’s research seeks to identify the driving forces behind death 
penalty abolition in states across the U.S. and what galvanizes 
legislatures to reject capital punishment by explicitly prohibit-
ing it. Her work and CRRJ’s efforts are closely intertwined. “The 
history that CRRJ uncovers and explores, the history of racialized 
violence in the Jim Crow South, underpins the entire death pen-
alty system,” she said. 

Currently a research student in the Death Penalty Research Unit 
at Oxford’s Faculty of Law, Clesi presented her research on Abo-
litionist De Facto (ADF) states to CRRJ colleagues and Northeast-

ern Law faculty, including Elizabeth Zitrin, Margaret Burnham, 
Daniel Medwed and Michael Meltsner. 

Summer Interns Expand CRRJ’s Work 
to Include 100 New Cases
This summer, six undergraduate interns investigated close to 
100 cases of racially motivated homicides. 

The students — Jeanne Renee Gilliard (Temple ’25) Gianna 
Grant (UChicago ’24) Halle Snell (Vassar ’25) Takiyah Gabby Wat-
son (Vassar ’27) and Julia Parham (Bates ’25) — delivered pre-
sentations and answered questions from staff and faculty in two 
sessions on July 31 and August 1, 2024. 

In addition to case investigations, these students supported 
CRRJ’s interdisciplinary projects and research into historical po-
lice killings and conducted research for our federal reparations 
project.  

“I feel very fortunate to have seen the growth of these students 
over the course of the summer, and how capable they demon-
strated themselves to be,” said Malcolm Clarke, CRRJ’s Elizabeth 
Zitrin Justice Fellow, who supervised the students. “I have appre-
ciated working with them and look forward to seeing what they 
do in the future.” 

Some of the cases researched by these students were beyond 
CRRJ’s traditional scope but remain vital in understanding our 
country’s long history of racialized violence. For example, Snell 
spent her summer researching the case of 17-year-old Hong Di, 
an Asian American lynched for shooting his white employer. 

“White supremacist sentiments have manifested 
in the lynchings of Black Americans, Native 
Americans, Mexicans and Latinos at the border, 
and the expulsion of Asian Americans from their 
communities. Recognizing these histories of racial 
violence help us understand how we can build 
coalitions.”  
— Halle Snell, CRRJ summer intern 2024. 

CRRJ also had the support of several law students this sum-
mer. Sharon Ng’ang’a ‘24, worked on the Criminal Justice Task 
Force’s Gun Liability Insurance project, under Professor Deborah 
Ramirez’s direction. This project, Ng’ang’a noted, offers a solu-
tion to “the dual issues of inadequate firearm screening, and lack 
of assistance in compensating victims of gun violence.” Fiorella 
Villacrés ‘24, also an LLM student, spent the summer developing 
a comprehensive history of Boston’s discriminatory public hous-
ing. Her research is central to CRRJ and CLEAR’s research for the 
City of Boston’s Reparations Task Force.  

Above: Aimee Clesi, CRRJ Visiting 
Researcher and Rhodes Scholar, 
University of Oxford attended the 
Supreme Court argument in the death 
penalty case of Glossip v. Oklahoma in 
October 2024. Photo Courtesy of Clesi, 
2024.
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Dahm Lee ’26, a 2L student, conducted research on intersection-
al identities in the Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive, and provid-
ed support for posthumous exonerations work. Kaitlyn Dehais 
’26, a 2L student, also worked on the Burnham-Nobles Digital 
Archive, researching and reviewing cases. 

CRRJ is grateful for the contributions of its interns, research assis-
tants, co-op students, and volunteers. These students and volun-

teers were crucial in expanding our research 
and developing educational resources that 
make CRRJ a pioneering project in the field 
of civil rights and restorative justice. 

Read more about their work:  

Educational Partnerships

The University of Kentucky Rosenberg 
College of Law 
Since October 2022, CRRJ has partnered with the University of 
Kentucky Rosenberg College of Law, located in Lexington, sup-
porting the launch of a clinic modeled on CRRJ’s pedagogy, and 
UKY Law’s first civil rights law clinic. In extending our investiga-
tions beyond the Deep South, CRRJ fully appreciates that con-
necting with the locations where our cases take place is a vital 
part of ethical casework and reparative justice.  

With the archival and instructional support of Elizabeth Zitrin 
Justice Fellow Olivia Strange and CRRJ’s historian Jay Driskell, 
the inaugural UKY clinic ran in the fall of 2023, led by D’lorah 
Hughes, H. Wendell Cherry Associate Clinical Professor of Law, 
and historian Dr. Austin Zinkle. 

2024 marked the clinic’s second year and it is now its own expe-
riential course at UKY Law. This year, CRRJ-UK held a symposium 
on the history of racial violence in Kentucky. Professors Hughes 
and Zinkle, alongside Alyssa Wiggins, a former clinic student, 
detailed some of the cases investigated by the clinic. The event 
served as a springboard for community connections that CRRJ-
UKY will cultivate in 2025.  

In March, Hughes and Zinkle participated at Northern Kentucky 
University School of Law’s Law Review symposium on Restor-

ative Justice. In September, Zinkle and a student presented the 
clinic model at the Association for the Study of African American 
Life and History (ASALH) in Pittsburgh, PA. That same month, 
Hughes, Strange and CRRJ affiliate Ada Goodly Lampkin — di-
rector of the Louis A. Berry Institute for Civil Rights and Justice at 
Southern University Law Center — presented at the Society of 
American Law Teachers Conference at Boston University School 
of Law. They offered the panel “Creating a Clinic Based on Histor-
ical Violence: The Implications of Place.” 

CRRJ and Southern University Law Center 
Celebrate a Decade in Partnership 
On July 11, 2024, the decade-long partnership between North-
eastern University School of Law’s Civil Rights and Restorative 
Justice Project (CRRJ) and Southern University Law Center 
(SULC) was celebrated at the school in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

In 2014, Professor Margaret Burnham, assisted by Bayliss Fiddi-
man ‘13, then a Fellow at CRRJ, in collaboration with John Pierre, 
the then-Vice Chancellor of Institutional Accountability and the 
Evening Division, ran a summer clinic at Southern’s law school, 
focusing on cases from Louisiana, Texas, and Mississippi.  The 
program attracted law students from schools in Scotland in 
the United Kingdom, and in Mississippi, Texas, and Louisiana. 
The first activity of the class was attendance at the fiftieth an-
niversary of the Mississippi Freedom Summer, held in Jackson. 

Above (Left to Right): Julia Parham, Takiyah Gabby Watson, Gianna Grant, Halle Snell, Fiorella Villacrés, Jeanne Renee Gilliard, Dahm Lee 
and Kaitlyn Dehais.
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Ada Goodly Lampkin was enrolled in the program. Upon Good-
ly Lampkin’s graduation from SULC, she devoted her career to 
furthering teaching and learning about Jim Crow-era historical 
injustices. She went on to become director of the Louis A. Berry 
Institute for Civil Rights and Justice, and to run an annual clinic 
modeled after CRRJ.  

The commemorative event this past July was attended by Burn-
ham, Goodly Lampkin, the Berry Institute’s Project Manager, 
John Collins; Southern University and AM College Chancellor, 
John Pierre; MIT Chancellor and co-founder of the Burnham- 
Nobles Digital Archive, Melissa Nobles; CRRJ Associate Director, 
Professor Rose Zoltek-Jick; descendent community members; 
and former students, including Bayliss Fiddiman, who managed 
the first NUSL-SULC collaboration, Raymond Wilkes (SULC ’18) 
who took the CRRJ/Southern class in 2015 before becoming a 
CRRJ Elizabeth Zitrin Justice Fellow, and Anastasia Griffin (MsCSL 
’19) also from the CRRJ/Southern 2015 cohort. 

It celebrated all that this extraordinary team has accomplished 
since the summer program started in 2014. 

“We could not have imagined, when we first ran a CRRJ clinic at 
Southern University Law Center in 2014, that one of the students 
in that classroom would keep the torch burning for a decade,” 
said Burnham. “Ada Goodly Lampkin and her team are to be 
saluted for their creative leadership, stellar teaching, and enor-
mous contributions to our common mission – unearthing these 
historical atrocities and finding avenues for commemoration 
and reparation. We are deeply honored to be SULC’s partner in 
this research.” 

Each summer a cohort of SULC students are assigned several cas-
es, prepared collaboratively by CRRJ attorneys and historian Dr. 
Jay Driskell. They spend several weeks investigating these cas-
es, following the pedagogy outlined and developed by CRRJ’s 
Clinic, and then present their findings to a panel of experts at 
Internship Grand Rounds, which was this year held on July 14 at 
the Orleans Parish District Attorney’s Office in New Orleans, LA. 

“It has proven to be an extraordinary collaboration in which the 
value of working in community, where these cases have taken 
place, proves the need for this kind of partnership,” said Zoltek-
Jick. “Our work with Southern underscores the importance of 
place in our creation of the Archive.” 

The research of the SULC students is organized for inclusion in 
the Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive. “As we look back on the 
past ten years, we are reminded of the profound impact that 
our partnership has had on individuals and communities,” said 
Goodly Lampkin, who described her affiliation with the program 
as “the highlight of [her] legal career.” 

“The stories we have uncovered and the families we have sup-
ported stand as a testament to the power of collaborative efforts 
in the pursuit of justice,” said Goodly Lampkin. 

At the July event, moving testimonies were shared by fami-
ly members of victims from the clinic’s case investigations, in-
cluding Southern University Police Department Chief Joycelyn 
Johnson and her uncle, Fred Selvage. Of their presence at the 
celebration, Zoltek-Jick noted this “added a dimension of reality 
that even the power of our records cannot produce.” This “hu-
man memory … adds a sacred quality to the work,” she said. 

(Left to Right): Bayliss Fiddiman (Far Left), Anastasia Griffin, Professor 
Burnham (Center Left) Southern University Chancellor John Pierre 
(Center Front) Chancellor Nobles (Center Back) Professor Zoltek-Jick 
(Center Right) Raymond Wilkes (Second Right) Ada Goodly Lampkin 
(Far Right). Photo Courtesy of Goodly Lampkin. 

(Left to Right): SUPD Chief Joycelyn Johnson and her uncle, Fred 
Selvage, Goodly Lampkin, Fiddiman. Photo Courtesy of Goodly 
Lampkin.
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Conferences and Workshops

CRRJ Leaders Discuss Reparations at 
Martha’s Vineyard Event 
Margaret Burnham was the featured speaker at an event hosted 
in Martha’s Vineyard on July 30 to discuss reparations. Burnham 
was in conversation with Tulsa social justice activist Kristi Oris-
abiyi Williams, a descendant of victims of the 1921 Tulsa Race 
Riot. CLEAR’s managing director, Dr. Deborah A. Jackson, was a 
panelist at the event, which was organized by Nkechi Taifa, di-
rector of the Reparation Education Project.  

Burnham Gives Opening Talk at 
Human Rights Home Lawyers’ Network 
Symposium 
Margaret Burnham was a keynote speaker at the Bringing Hu-
man Rights Home Lawyers’ Network annual symposium, held on 
June 20, 2024, at the Fordham University School of Law. 

The event — co-hosted by the Program on Human Rights and 
the Global Economy at Northeastern Law, the Center on Race, 
Law and Justice at Fordham Law, and the Leitner Center for In-
ternational Law and Justice at Fordham Law — focused on Re-
parative Justice in the United States. Burnham was joined by 
Justin Hansford, Professor of Law and Executive Director of the 
Thurgood Marshall Civil Rights Center at the Howard University 
School of Law and member of the UN Permanent Forum on Peo-
ple of African Descent. 

Burnham Represented CRRJ at SXSW 
2024 
In March, at South by Southwest in Austin, Texas, Margaret Burn-
ham represented CRRJ on the panel “Policing and Modern-Day 
Lynchings in the Rural South,” to discuss challenges facing an-
ti-racial violence organizers in the state today. 

Burnham was joined by Mississippi journalist Jerry Mitchell and 
Attorney Jill Collen Jefferson, the director of the Mississippi civil 
rights group, Julian. Their discussion explored the 2021 case of 
Willie Jones Jr, a Black man found hanging from a tree in the yard 
of his white girlfriend’s house, and the ways in which this case 
exemplified the long legacy and current iteration of lynching.  

Above: A town hall in Martha’s Vineyard on July 30. CLEAR director Deborah Jackson (fourth from right) joined panelists to dis-
cuss reparations. Photo courtesy of Cecilia Akuffo.

Left (left to right): Jerry Mitchell, Jill Collen Jefferson and 
Margaret Burnham. Photo courtesy of Burnham. 
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Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive 
Presented to National Association of 
Black Journalists 
The National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) held their 
annual Region III conference in Tulsa, OK, April 12-13. Gina Nor-
tonsmith, CRRJ’s former Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive Project 
Archivist, and Catherine McGloin, CRRJ’s Communication’s Spe-
cialist, presented the Archive to hundreds of journalists from 
across the South. 

Aside from professional interest, using the Archive to enrich their 
reporting, some journalists expressed a personal interest in the 
records contained within CRRJ’s Archive. They shared personal 
stories of loved ones and relatives killed by white perpetrators 
in the Jim Crow South. 

CRRJ Teachers at the International Legal 
Ethics Conference 

In July, Olivia Strange and D’Lorah Hughes delivered a session 
at the International Legal Ethics Conference in Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands. The overarching theme of the conference this year 
was “Legal Professionals in a Digitalizing World.”  Strange and 
Hughes presented on CRRJ’s use of historical racial injustice to 
train legal professionals and media students. 

CRRJ Celebrates Black History Month by 
Centering Black Resistance 
In February 2024, Professor Kellie Carter Jackson, chair of Afri-
cana studies at Wellesley College, gave a talk at CRRJ on her new 
book, We Refuse: A Forceful History of Black Resistance. 

Accompanying a reading from her manuscript, Carter Jackson 
led a discussion about the pervasive oversimplification of vio-
lent and nonviolent resistance to white supremacy. She argued 

that multiple forms of Black resistance are legitimate and can 
operate simultaneously. 

“This book pushes against and beyond the dominant civil rights 
narrative that conditions us to see Black people as worthy actors 
because of their commitment to nonviolence,” she read. 

“Violence and Public Memory” Discussion 
Hosted by CRRJ 
In April, Martin Blatt, Northeastern Professor Emeritus and editor 
of the new collection, Violence and Public Memory, and volume 
contributor Maria John, Assistant Professor at UMass Boston, 
gave a talk on their book, which was published in 2023. Violence 
and Public Memory investigates the complex relationship be-
tween violence and how it is publicly remembered. 

Catherine McGloin, Gina Nortonsmith, and 
Eva Coleman, NABJ Region III director.

McGloin and Nortonsmith on stage at the conference. Photos by Sam 
Levrault, Sam Levrault Media.

Kellie Carter Jackson’s book talk: We Refuse. Photo courtesy of 
Jennifer True.
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Students, faculty and CRRJ staff crowded the suite on the third 
floor of Dockser Hall to hear the authors’ examination of vio-
lence and memory in various political ideologies and structures, 

including apartheid, fascism, homophobia, and authoritarian 
regimes, and in multiple geographies, with particular reference 
to Palestine. 

REACHING THE PUBLIC

CRRJ Newsletter Reaches Wider Audience 
This year, CRRJ’s newsletter has continued to grow, reaching 
more than 1,700 subscribers. The quarterly newsletter fea-
tures news and case updates, staff announcements as well as 
information on past and upcoming events. Stay informed on 

CRRJ’s latest projects by subscribing here:  
https://bit.ly/subscribe_CRRJ 

In The News 

CRRJ’s Reparations Research Reported in 
The Boston Globe 
CRRJ’s selection to aid the City of Boston’s Reparations Task Force 
and research into the legacy of slavery in the city, was reported 
by The Boston Globe. The article, titled “Boston taps reparations 
researchers to help guide ‘an open dialogue with the communi-
ty’” was published in January 2024.

Descendent Featured in Washington Post 
Article 
An article was published by The Washington Post, January 29, 
2024, titled “Efforts to memorialize lynching victims divide 

American communities” in which a member of CRRJ’s descen-
dent community discussed their desires for restorative justice 
for their family.  

Annie Whitlock, the daughter of Russell Charley, lynched in Vre-
denburgh, Alabama in 1954, added her voice to the ongoing 
discussion on how best to memorialize victims of lynching. She 
discussed her family’s history and fight for restorative justice, 
having worked with CRRJ for years to pursue financial compen-
sation and an apology from town officials for her father’s death. 

PEOPLE AT CRRJ 

Commendations 
In honor of this year’s Martin Luther King Day, Northeastern 
University hosted the annual “A Tribute to the Dream” event on 
Thursday, January 11, 2024, in which CRRJ’s esteemed colleague 
and program coordinator for the Center for Law, Equity and 
Race, Charlotte Mathews-Nelson, was honored for her 45 years 
of service. 

The ceremony was held on the Boston campus and streamed 
live to the university’s 13 global campuses. 

President Joseph E. Aoun’s remarks were followed by a thought-
ful conversation with Imari K. Paris Jeffries, President and CEO of 
Embrace Boston, and Richard Harris, Associate Dean of Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion. 

After an introduction by undergraduate student Jaela Eaton, 
who honored Mathews-Nelson as “a fierce leader and advocate 
of civil rights,” Mathews-Nelson took to the stage to receive a ci-
tation dedicated to her presented by James R. Hackney, dean of 
the Northeastern School of Law. 

(Left to Right): Professor Rose Zoltek-Jick, Elizabeth Zitrin 
Fellows Malcolm Clarke and Olivia Strange, Charlotte Nelson-
Mathews, and CLEAR Director, Deborah A. Jackson. Photo 
Courtesy of Strange. 
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“I am not normally speechless,” said Mathews-Nelson, “but I’m 
very emotional on listening to how I’ve been so fortunate, per-
haps by design, to do what was put in my hands to do.” 

Mathews-Nelson, whose career at Northeastern began in 1979, 
spoke of her pride and joy in seeing how the university’s rela-
tionship with Greater Boston evolved over decades. 

“Thank you for being my extended family for 45 years,” said 
Mathews-Nelson. “I am humbled that this is happening today.” 

Nelson-Mathews was also featured in The Boston Globe’s Black 
History Month celebration. The newspaper published a series of 
profiles on the living civil rights leaders named on the Freedom 
Plaza surrounding the Embrace sculpture on Boston Common. 
Mathews-Nelson and her late husband, former president of Bos-

ton’s NAACP chapter, Leon Nelson are both included in the Em-
brace memorial. 

During a life of activism, fighting for educational and economic 
equity for Black Bostonians, MathewsNelson began her career 
at Northeastern at the graduate school of education, before 
moving to the university’s Executive Vice President’s office of 
strategic planning. Her longest posting was at Career and Em-
ployment Services. She joined the staff of CRRJ in May 2022. 

At CRRJ, Mathews-Nelson supported CLEAR Director Dr. Deb-
orah Jackson, and helped CRRJ organize its many conferences, 
workshops and events. Perhaps most critically, Mathews-Nelson 
was responsible for many of the vital connections CRRJ has with 
internal and external organizations and the wider civil rights 
community. She retired in September 2024. 

Comings and Goings 

Alex Stein 
Alex Stein ’19 joined CRRJ as Staff Attorney 

and Program Director in August, 2024. 

An Illinoisan who has practiced both 
criminal and civil rights law as an at-
torney in Chicago, Stein came to CRRJ 
from the Cook County Public Defend-
ers Office’s Family Defense Division, 

where he was an Assistant Public De-
fender litigating cases involving family 

policing. He also has been involved in politi-
cal and non-profit work in Chicago, with a focus on the abolition 
of the cash bail system, supporting antiracism protesters, and 
researching historical police violence. Stein was a CRRJ Clinic 
student in 2018, and the following year he completed Indepen-
dent Study with Professor Burnham to continue his research. He 
is responsible for identifying 127 police killings in Birmingham, 
Alabama, research that formed the foundation of our 2020 re-
port on police killings in Jefferson County, 1930-1970. 

Sara Merlo 
Following a career as a global educator in history and social 
studies, Sara Merlo joined CRRJ as its Education Consultant at 
the start of the year. Merlo has taught in Charlottesville, Virgin-
ia; Brussels, Belgium; Kinshasa, Congo; and Brooklyn, New York. 
This year, drawing on material in the Burnham-Nobles Digital Ar-
chive, she developed three thematic source packets and lesson 
plans, centered on nine cases of racialized killing in her home 
state, North Carolina, and are contained in the Burnham-Nobles 
Digital Archive.  

Merlo is the great-granddaughter of E.V. Reams, a justice of 
the peace in Mississippi during the Jim Crow-era. From family 
research, and use of the Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive, she 
learned he played a crucial role in the 1953 murder of Claude 
Otis Johnson. On learning of her relative’s role, Merlo reached 
out to Professor Burnham and CRRJ in 2023. 

“What I’m passionate about is making sure we’re not 
just telling the histories of marginalized people – 
which is important and essential — but that we’re also 
intentional about weaving them into the main narrative 
of American history” 
— Sara Merlo, CRRJ Education Consultant 

Malcolm Clarke 
Malcolm Clarke’s two-year ten-
ure as Elizabeth Zitrin Justice 
Fellow came to an end in 2024. 
Clarke was instrumental in the 
launch of the Burnham-No-
bles Digital Archive, and in 
supporting Professor Deborah 
Ramirez’s Criminal Justice Task 
Force (CJTF) Rethinking Public 
Safety project. In Spring 2023, 

Above: Merlo was interviewed in November 
for podcast The Teacher’s Forum about her 
work with CRRJ and the development of 
high school curricula centered on cases 
contained in the Burnham-Nobles Digital 
Archive. Listen to the episode here: 

Clarke was CRRJ’s Elizabeth 
Zitrin Fellow 2022-2024. 
Photo courtesy of Jennifer 
True. 
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Clarke cotaught CRRJ’s historical injustices and reparations 
course. He co-authored the Reparations Labs’ Redressing His-
torical Racial Injustices: A Toolkit for Policymakers and Advocates 
in 2023. In 2024, Clarke co-authored, with Professor Ramirez, 
the law review article, CJTF’s Rethinking Public Safety. We thank 

Clarke for his invaluable contributions, and wish him all the best 
in his new role as a public defender at the New Jersey Office of 
the Public Defender. 

Former Students Featured 

In 2024, CRRJ interviewed several former students, speaking 
with them about their time working with the project, what im-
pact it had on them personally and professionally, and how their 
experiences with CRRJ shaped their future careers. From ten to 
two years out, the common consensus was that CRRJ’s clinic and 
educational pedagogy not only taught them critical legal and 
research skills, but lessons that stayed with them, changing their 
perspective on U.S. history.  Below are three summaries of ex-
ample alumnae profiles, sampled from our growing collection.

The story of Malcolm Wright, killed in Chickasaw County, Mis-
sissippi in 1949, might have been lost to history were it not for 
Robert Sanderman ’14, now a housing attorney for Queens Le-
gal Services, who received Wright’s file in 2012. Tara Dunn ’17 
a 2024 law clerk for Massachusetts U.S. District Court Judge 
Angel Kelley, joined CRRJ in 2015 and was handed a slim folder 
that contained brief reports from African American newspapers 

about the death of Henry “Peg” Gilbert. And Rashida Richardson 
’11, a member of the senior counsel team in the artificial intel-
ligence department at Mastercard, joined CRRJ in 2009, while 
the clinic was still in its infancy. At that time, Burnham and her 
team, including Richardson, were preparing for the Mississippi 
case of Henry Dee and Charles Moore case, closed by the FBI in 
1964, but reinvigorated by the reporting of Canadian filmmaker 
David Rigden and Moore’s brother, Thomas Moore. Richardson’s 
legal work helped secure a positive result in the civil case CRRJ 
brought on behalf of Dee and Moore, more than 40 years after 
the double homicide. 

Read more about the work of former stu-
dents here:  
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The Civil Rights and Restorative Justice Project Network, 2024 
CRRJ Staff: Margaret Burnham, Director. Rose Zoltek-Jick, Associate Director. Emily Spieler, Senior 
Advisor. Gina Nortonsmith, Northeastern University Archivist for African American History. Joy Zanghi, 
Project Archivist. Jay Driskell, Lead Historian. Olivia Strange, Elizabeth Zitrin Justice Fellow (2022-5). 
Malcolm Clarke, Elizabeth Zitrin Justice Fellow (2022-4). Alex Stein, Program Director and Staff Attorney. 
Jennifer True, Program Manager. Lydia Beal, Researcher. Catherine McGloin, Communications Specialist. 
Victoria Rothbaum and Ann Baum, Editors.  

Center for Law, Equity, and Race: Deborah Jackson, Executive Director. Margaret Burnham, Faculty 
Director. Deborah Ramirez, Faculty Director. Charlotte Matthews-Nelson, Program Coordinator (ret. 2024). 

Affiliates: Michael Beaudet, Patricia Davis, Laurel Leff, Northeastern University College of Arts, Media, 
and Design. Kris Manjapra, Northeastern University College of Social Sciences & Humanities. Dan 
Jackson, Jules Rochielle Sievert, Deborah Ramirez, Northeastern University School of Law. Drew Facklam, 
Julia Flanders, Candace Hazlett, Giordana Mecagni, Gina Nortonsmith, Joy Zanghi, Joel Lee, Sarah Sweeney, 
Northeastern University Snell Library. John Pierre, Ada Goodly Lampkin, Southern University Law 
Center. D’lorah Hughes, Austin Zinkle, Rosenberg College of Law, University of Kentucky.  

Honorary Advisors: Rita L. Bender, Fania Davis, David J. Dennis, Ruby Sales. 

External Advisors: Ifetayo Belle, Janeen Blake, Tasmin Din, Tara Dunn, Bayliss Fiddiman, Hon. Geraldine 
Hines (ret.), Melvin Kelley, Mary Nguyen, Melissa Nobles, Rashida Richardson, Kaylie Simon.  

Research Collaborators: Jeffrey Adler, Charles Chavis, David Cunningham, Shytierra Gaston, Diane 
Harriford, Jennifer Llewellyn, Monica Martinez, Margaret M. Russell, Geoff Ward, Nan Elizabeth Woodruff. 

Student Researchers (2024): Lauren Cassarino, Lorraine Chen, Kaitlyn Dehais, Avery Emison, Alana Fields, 
Elizabeth Fretz, Jeanne Renee Gilliard, Gianna Grant, Nicholas Hill, Delphine Jrolf, Anna Kennedy, Dahm Lee, 
Taylor McDowell, Sharon Ng’ang’a, Kasya O’Connor Grant, Julia Parham, Aseye Potakey, Aly Rajecki, Andrea 
Rice, Halle Snell, Fiorella Villacrés, Takiyah Gabby Watson. 

Support CRRJ 
CRRJ is supported by a generous bequest from Northeastern Law Professor Hope Lewis (1962-1992) and from 
Blossom Stephenson (1927-2021). In this year CRRJ was supported by grants from the Commonwealth Fund, 
the Ford Foundation, Joshua Mailman Foundation, Liberation Ventures, the Mellon Foundation, and the Zitrin 
Foundation. 

We are grateful for the support of many alumni of the law school and the program, individual donors, law firms 
and entity donors.
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We rely on donors like you to continue our work. Donations are used for litigation expenses, field 
research, and reconciliation and restorative justice projects. With your help, we can continue training 
tomorrow’s civil rights lawyers, filling in the gaps in US history, and informing our national dialogue 

on racial redress and criminal justice. 

Visit  https://bit.ly/3TzBo3w  
to donate to the Civil Rights & Restorative Justice Project, or send us a check made out to 

Northeastern University, with CRRJ in the memo, at the address below: 

Northeastern University 
Civil Rights & Restorative Justice Project 

Mail address: 
118 Cushing Hall

360 Huntington Avenue 
Boston, MA 02115

Physical Address: 
65 Forsyth Street,
Boston, MA 02115

  

CONTACT:
Email: crrj@northeastern.edu •  Tel. (617) 373-3495 

Website: crrj.org 
Visit our Archive at https://crrjarchive.org/

To receive more information and updates about 
CRRJ, please sign up for our listserv here:  

https://bit.ly/subscribe_CRRJ. 

CRRJ Burnham-Nobles Digital Archive https://crrjarchive.org
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